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Computing Services News 
Web Sites You Can Use 
Here's NPS' Career Connection: jobs, career counseling, 
education: many good sources of info and assistance, local 
and nationwide, well organized. 
http://web.cc.npa.navy.mil/-career 
And here are more efforts to make it easier to find what 
you're looking for on the Web. First, what Wired magazine 
says they use to find stuff on the Web: Wired Info Source 
http : //www.hotwired.com/wiredaource/ 
And here's where you search CNN' s archives. I'm sure the 
other online news biggies have theirs too. 
http://www.cnn.com/SEARCB/index.html. 
Another neat thing you can do on a web page: a calendar. 
Oceanography has it set up: 
http://www. oc.npa.navy.mil/ 
Here's Scientific American's page. 
http://www.aciam.com/ 
Be sure to check out "Ask the Expert": lots of researchers 
giving thorough answers to all sorts of 
questions. N s 
Knox Library News 
WebCat is Here! 
You can now access the Dudley Knox Library's online 
catalog, BOSUN, using a Web browser such as Netscape 
running on Windows, Mac, or Unix. It's at the Library's 
web page: 
http://web . npa.navy.mil/-library/ 
You can search by title, author, subject and so on. 
You can also query your "user status" to see what books 
you have checked oul To do so, click on the User Status 
icon and follow the instructions. Your user ID is the 
barcode number on the back of your Library card. The 
alternate ID is usually your Unix account (if the Library 
bas entered it into ~ur record). The PIN is assigned by the 
Library-ask at the Circulation Desk, or call x294 7. You 
can also check the Reserve collection to see what a 
Professor has placed on reserve for a particular class. 
Many of you have been waiting for this graphical user 
interface since the new BOSUN came up in January of this 
year. Although WebCat presents a new 
D E 
And here's a tip for Netscape 2.02 on 
Suns: you can copy text from a web 
page by highlighting it, pressing copy 
(within Edit), and then opening the Sun 
text editor and pressing the paste key. 
see Computing on p. 3 
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interface for users outside the Library, 
the functional features are basically the 
same as those accessible from PCs 
located within the Library, and other 
external users that have the GUI client 
software loaded. Check it out!! 
Doug Gould, dgould@nps.navy.mil 
Naval Post_S!.aduate School 
Building a Naval Service Digital Library 
November 181 1996 
committed their resources to numerous, large-scale, 
well-funded Digital Library Initiatives. When 
Can you really have too much of a good thing? Today's preliminary results were promising, these programs were 
Internet users would likely respond, "You bet." When a soon joined by hundreds, then thousands of localized 
web-search for information results in hundreds or even projects. Each of these has its own goals, but together 
thousands of potential sources, the user is left to wade they contribute to a world-wide Digital Library 
through a jumble of duplicate, dead-end, or nonsensical movement that is collectively expanding the horizon of 
sites, to find something of use. Clearly, connectivity is a technology and science. 
mixed blessing that, while useful in rounding up potential Meanwhile at NPS a multi-discipline research team 
sour~es, can cut deepl~ into one's time budget and still chaired by Dr. Ted Lewis, Chairman/Professor Computer 
provide a less than satisfactory result. Science Department and Dr. Maxine Reneker, Director/ 
The movement toward creating publicly accessible, Professor Dudley Knox Library, has concluded that NPS 
electronically connected, resource-sharing libraries fmds is uniquely capable of contributing to a collaborative 
its roots in the growing pains of the Internet during the development of a Naval Service Digital Library (NSDL). 
early 1990's. As the population of Internet users and The fmdings of this group are the foundation for a 
providers rapidly expanded in size, a substantial variance student thesis, written under the guidance of Dr. Hemant 
in expectations, capabilities, and needs arose. So, too, Bhargava, Professor, Systems Management This 
did a collective sense of frustration with the limitations document is gaining national attention, including 
of information management Recognizing the difference publication of an excerpt in the November issue of the 
between data and information is crucial to U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings. Work is ongoing to 
comprehending the magnitude of problems being identify participants and funding sponsors. Besides NPS, 
generated by world-wide connectivity. Data can be key NSDL participants would likely include: Naval War 
considered the raw material of information. As anyone College, Marine Corps University, Naval Academy, 
who has ever done their own taxes Naval Research Laboratory,.and the 
can attest, the process of sifting a multi-discipline research team Librarian of the Navy. Dr. Reneker plans 
through mounds ofreceipts (data). . . has concluded that NPS is to discuss the NSDL concept with her 
to isolate and extract an item of . . . peers at next month's conference of 
use (information) can range in umquely capable of contrzbutmg Military Librarians. She welcomes input 
difficulty from tedious to im- to a collaborative development from students and faculty interested in 
possible. Too much data can if a Naval Service Digital joining this exciting project 
easily overwhelm, even smother, 0 
the process it supports. This Library (NSDL). 
dilemma is encountered on the 
Internet daily, by millions of information-seekers, and is 
magnified for fleet users who simply cami.ot afford to 
waste precious time or bandwidth as they search for 
solutions to critical problems. 
Contrast the search for information on the web, with a 
visit to a library. When we go to the library, we expect to 
have our needs met swiftly, effectively, with a minimum 
amount of fuss. Librarians are society•s experts in 
information management. At.issue is the adaptability of 
library technologies and practices from the realm of 
maintaining on-site collections of physical media to the 
management of remotely stored, electronic resources. 
In 1994, several countries, including the United States, 
2 
The Digital Library movement represents 
a unique opportunity to meet our 
non-tactical information needs. Marine Corps and Navy 
service members need ready access to the world's data 
repositories and processing systems to conquer 
tomorrow's challenges. Digital Library users will require 
expc;rt guidance in how to use them and share their own 
resources. By committing to the development of our own 
Digital Library, the Naval Service establishes a conduit 
through which we can influence policy, exploit new 
technologies, and tap limitless resources. Most 
importantly, as our service members shape the future, we 
equip them with powerful tools and knowledge of how to 
use them. 
For more information on this topic, including a blueprint 
for NSDL management and organization strategy, you 
Naval Posteduate School 
can refer to the thesis, The Digital Library Phenomenon: 
Opportunities and Implications for the Naval Service, by 
CDR Robert Norris and Captain David West (June 
1996). It is available, on reserve, at the library 




Bob Norris renorrls@nps.navy.mil 
Computing 
New Web Server 
There's a new public web server from Computing 
Services; it's called: 
web. nps . navy. mil 
The server software is NCSA's version 1.5.2; it is being 
run onjoshua. Web should be faster than vislab-www 
because of its location on the network and its newer 
software. Changing to web will also cut down on the 
traffic to the Visualization Lab network. If your web 
pages are served from the vislab (this includes hundreds 
of people and groups), you can switch to web easily; 
simply replace vislab-www.nps.navy.mil with 
web.nps.navy.mil in your URLs. 
Likevislab-www, web starts from the public_html 
directory in users' Computing Services unix accounts. A 
user's default home page is still: 
-user/public_html/Welcome.html 
Its address would be: 
http://web.npa.navy.mil/-u•er/ 
With this new software, you can password protect 
directories with htaccess. Complete instructions on using 
htaccess are available at: 
http://hoohoo.ncaa.uiuc.edu/doca/tutoriala/ 
user.html 
The htpasswd program can be run from Computing 
Services unix machines by typing in 
htpasswd 
To run cgi-bin scripts, contact 
webrequeat@web . npa.navy.mil 
and ask to have your directory mapped. The webmaster 
3 
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will reconfigure web to run your scripts from 
-user/cgi-bin 
and contact you when it has been reconfigured. web is 
running version 5 of perl. 
There are classes on writing web pages and running 
scripts. See: 
http://web.npa . navy.mil/-harvey/talka.html 
for a schedule of talks. For additional information on web 
pages or the web server contact 
Helen Davis davis@nps.navy.mil 
NPS E-Mail Info Page 
Caroline Miller, Postmaster for Computing and Informa-
tion Services, has compiled information about electronic 
mail for local computer users ofNPS. The E-Mail Page is 
available at URL 
http://web.npa.navy.ai1/-miller/e-mail.html 
Whether you want a general introduction to electronic 
communication, or need to check a specific mail error, 
check the E-Mail Page. Questions about e-mail can also 
be sent to postmaster@nps.navy.mil. 
Caroline Miller miller@nps.navy.mil 
LaTeX at the Vislab 
Scientific Talk and P,aper Presentation on VisLab 
SG!s 
More and more, we are seeing scientific visualizations 
being presented on the World Wide Web with 
accompanying papers explaining the results. Thus, the 
VisLab SGis' installation of LaTeX 2e now supports all 
of the AMS (American Mathematical Society) font types 
as well as all of the SIAM (Society for Industrial and 
Applied Mathematics) LaTeX support files. 
The Lab now maintains hardcopy of the "Handbook of 
Writing for the Mathematical Sciences" by Nicholas J. 
Higham. "Although the emphasis is strongly on 
'mathematical' writing, many of the points and issues (he) 
discusses are relevant to 'scientific' writing in general. 
(His) main target audience is graduate students." (from 
the Preface with pronoun corrections). His book stands out 
in the fact that he devotes an entire chapter, each, to 
English as a second language (the author is British ;-). 
writing a scientific presentation or talk, and the use of 
Naval Postg!!,duate School 
computer aids, specifically TeX. We ask that you do not 
remove this book from the Visualization Lab. 
Finally, the VisLab SGis are now running the latest 
version oflatex2html(l). Complete documentation is 
available via our web-based support at 
http://vialab-www.npa.navy.mil/~phaedrua/doca/ 
This release is a great improvement over earlier versions 
and now makes LaTeX a good language choice for 
building large hierarchies of inter-linked web documents 
(as well as still being the scientific word processing 
language of choice). 
Matthew Koebbe phaedrus@nps.navy.mil 
Converting an Image 
This came in to consult recently (send mail to 
conault@npa.navy.mil 
when you have a computer question): 
"Does anyone know how to convert a .bmp file to a .gif on 
a PC?" 
On the PC in the Vislab (In-146) there is a program called 
Image Assist. You can convert a file from one format to 
another by opening the file you want to convert, choose 
"save as," then choose the format to save to. Generally 
PCX, BMP, TIFF, TIFF compressed and GIF are common 
formats available. 
Unix is a Communi'ty 
Herets a note forwarded to consult, from Matthew Koebbe, 
who heads the Visualization Lab. He often fmds it neces-
sary to remind users of the lab's high-end graphics and 
Cray that Unix users are a community. The VisLab is less 
closely restricted than many computer systems; Matthew 
speaks of nthe need for UNIX users to take responsibility 
for their own situation. (It's built into the operating system. 
:) Robin is a long-experienced, regularly-publishing re-
searcher in the Oceanography department... In particular, 
it is important for each user to realize that they are sharing 
this resource with every other user and to accept the re-
sponsibility that goes with the flexibility of working in a 
UNIX environment. 11 
From: robint@meak.ar.UCAR.EOU (Robin Tokmakian) 
Subject: your job on the NPS CRAY 
To: xx._v_v.xx@ npa. navy. mil, xxxxxx@nps. navy. mi1 
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Data: Thu, 26 Sep 96 10:13:40 !-ET 
P1eaae run your job on tha NPS CRAY in the 
"rag• queue. It i• quite unrair to other users 
to run it in the premium queue, especia1ly 
with the time you have a1located ror your pro-
caaa to run. 
Thank you ror your consideration. 
Another user: 
Robin Tokmakian 
[Ed.: names of the "offenders" have been removed; their 
identity is not pertinent to this discussion.] 
Oracle Training 
Oracle technical training courses are available via satellite 
broadcasts. Some of the course offerings for December: 
Dec 3-4 Oracle Language Fundamentals 
Dec 5 Introduction to Data Warehousing 
Dec 10-11 PUSQL Coding Techniques now 2 days 
Dec 12 Developer/2000 Tuning 
Dec 17 Tech. Highlights from Oracle Open World 
Dec 18-19 DBA II 
The :full list of classes is posted outside In· l 09. Classes are 
four hours each day and begin at 0900. Classes meet in 
In-151. Course descriptions .can be found at: 
http://education.ua.oracla.com/education/ 
type/toe.html 
Classes will be repeated in subsequent months. 
Suggested curriculum for database administrators is: 
Oracle Language Fundamentals 
PL/SQL Coding Techniques 
Oracle7 DBAI 
Oracle7 DBA II 
Suggested curriculum for application developers is: 
Oracle Language Fundamentals 
PUSQL Coding Techniques 
Developer/2000 Forms 
Developer/2000 Reports and Graphics 
Developer/2000 Integrated Applications 
Register for courses with Ruth Roy: e-mail roy@ 
ops.navy.mil, or phone 656-2796. Registration must be 
completed two weeks before the class is scheduled. Class 
size is limited. 
Ruth Roy roy@nps.navy.mil 
Naval Post~duate School 
Computer/Electronic Accomodation 
Program 
This is a DoD program to provide accomodations for em-
ployees with disabilities. This includes civilians. What got 
me interested: it includes people suffering from repetitive 
stress injuries, the general category that carpal tunnel syn-
drome falls into. If your hands or arms or shoulders or 
back are bothering you, and you type a lot, and your unit 
can't find money for the ergonomic desk or chair or key-
board you need, call these people at (703) 681-3976. NPS 
HRO is familiar with this program. You can call me if 
you'd like, at x2671. 
Larry Frazier frazier@nps.navy.mil 
ADP Security Web Page 
The new NPS ADP Security web page is now on line, and 
supersedes the ADP Security Board on the Banyan net-
work Tackboard. The page offers general ADP Security 
information, access to NPS and other Navy policies, anti-
virus software for several operatinr srstems, and 
links to other sites offering additional information and 
security tools. Access is limited to systems operating in 
the NPS domain only. The URL for this page is 
http://adpaec.nps.navy.mil 
Comments or suggestions for improving the ADP Security 
Page are welcome. 
Jeff Franklin jfrank/in@nps.navy.mil 
"Glossary" 
Tourists People who are taking training classes just to get 
a vacation from their jobs. "We had about three serious 
students in the class; the rest were tourists." 
Gray Matter Older, experienced business people hired 
by young entrepreneurial firms looking to appear more 
reputable and established. 
cob WebSite A World Wide Web Site that hasn't been 
updated for a long time. A dead web page. 
Plug-and-Play A new hire who doesn't need any training. 
"The new guy, John, is great. He's totally plug-and-play." 
s 
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Computer questions (Unix, PC, Mainframe, 
Cray)? Send email to consult@nps.navy.mil 
or call ext 3429 or visit Consulting (Help Desk): ln-
146, Mon-Fri 0900-1130 1315-1545 
Status recording: 656-2713 
Dial-up: 656-2709; up to 28.8 kbps 
Computing Services POC 
NOTE: Email addresses in this section are simply the 
last name@nps.navy.mil, unless shown otherwise in 
italics. 
Assoc. Provost for Computer and Info. Services 
James Emery jemery In-310 3614 
Director, Academic and Administrative Computing 
David F. Norman dfnorman ln-129 2574 
Assoc. Dir., Academic and Admin. Computing 
Bob Gentry bgentry In-132 3698 
Manager, User Services (acting) 
Dennis Mar In-133 2672 
AIX: Jim Hart jahart In-106 3661 
Editor, Bulletin Larry Frazier In-113 2671 
User Registration Irma Bozardt In-147 2731 
ADPSSO (Security) Neil Harvey In-108 2088 
Shift Supervisor, Operations In-140 2721 
Unix Sys Admin: Hiram Cooke In-116 3662 
EldorMagat In-116 4156 
Joe Blau (Mgr.) In-111 3204 
Unix Workstations (AACS Labs) 
In-141 has 15 Sun SPARC 10/41; Ro-222, 14; Sp-311, 7; Ha-
201C, 3 . (Each has an HP LaserJet 4si printer.) 
Mainframes 
We operate (1) An Amdahl 5995-1100 (384 MB proce11or 
storag~. 1 GB expanded storage). Interactive computing is 
provided under VM/XA CMS, batch processing under 
MVS/ESA with JES3 networking. (2) A Cray J94 (4 cpus, 1 
GB memory, Unicos). 
VM/CMS and MVS are available 24 hrs/clay, 7 clays/wk. 
Mainframe T~rmlnals 
In-141 6 3192-2 Graphics/APL 
Bldg223 11 3178-2 (1 APL) 
Mainjrtzm4 Printers 
In-140 mM 3800-3 Laser (215 ppm) 
mM 3262 Impact (650 lpm) 
Naval Post,2.uate School 
ln-141 Tek 4693D Color Printer/Plotter 
In-148 Shinko CHC-743MV Color Printer 
Sp-311 mM 3203 Impact (1000 lpm) 
Ro-222 Ha-201B mM 3262 Impact (6SO lpm) 
Visualization Lab In-148 
Matt Koebbe In-102A phaedrus 3778 
7 Silicon Graphics: 1 380 VGX, 1 Onyx, 3 4D TG, 1 Incligo2 
Extreme, 1Indy;1 ea.: Abekas frame recorder, Mac Quadra 
700, HP 730, DECstation 5000, Sun SPARC 10/41 
LRC's: Open: M-F 830-1630 
Ro-262 20 Mac Quadra 700 6 PC 486/DX SO 
GL-203 33 PC 486/DX 33 
GL-318 19 HP 730 1PC486/DX 33 
In-151 12 PC 486 (33/50), 4 PC 386/33, 1 HP Illsi 
GL-128 15 PC 386/20 2 Z-248 (286) 
Knox Library 
Director: Maxine Reneker mreneker 2341 
Library Web Glen Koue gkoue 3324 
Library Systems Doug Gould dgould 3342 
Info. Systems Mgr. Greta Marlat gmarlat 2344 
Library Catalog (BOSUN) 
Available via dialup and from most networked com-
puters all the time; now from the Web via WebCat. 
For access from a PC or Mac, GUI software is avail-
able for checkout from the Library at the Circulation 
Desk. 
Administrative LAN Group POC 
Manager: Joe LoPiccolo jlopiccolo 2994 
Network Administrators: 
Codes 00, 008, 01, 013, 02, 03, Nll, 06, 07, Of$, 10 
Lonna Sherwin lsherwin 1065 
Codes 006, 031A, NOO, NI, N2, N3, N31, NS, OR, 
MA, NS Renee Lightcap rlightcap 1066 
Codes 004, OlB, N4, 09, PSD, CCMR 
Chris Abila cabila 2195 
Currie Offices and Academic Depts not listed are 
assisted by all administrators. 
Mac Support: Charles Taylor ctaylor He-E204 2875 
Lary Moore lary He-E202 3170 
LRC Points of Contact 
Debbie Kreider Gl-203 
Maggie Williams Gl-128 
Joe Rogers Gl-241 
General Points of Contact 







ADP Security, Jeff Franklin, He-E208 jfranklin 2469 
Computer Users Council (CUC) 
Colin Cooper, President 
Caroline Miller, Secretary 
NPS Computer Club 
2454 
3313 
Email addresses are@nps.navy.mil unless specified 
otherwise. For "nps ", put nps.navy.mil 
Club URL: http://web.nps.navy.miV-npscompu 
Club President: Mike Holden mjholden 
Vice President: Jim Cummiskey jccummis@cs.nps 
Secretary: Kem Lunde lunde@aa.nps 
Treasurer: Doreen Jones DMJONES88@aol.com 
or dmjones 
Membership Chairman:. Rich Moorman moorman 
User Groups Coord. Ann Sires lady2l@aol.com 
OS/2 SIG Chair: Ed Devilliers deville@cs.nps 
DOS/Win. SIG Chair Chris Henderson cbhender 
Mac SIG Chair Chris Kirkham 
Linux SIG Frank Free 
cckirkha 
freef 
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